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Townsend – State Route 1 remains closed in both directions
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between Exit 119 (North Smyrna) and DE 299 (Middletown/Odessa)
as  the  Delaware  Department  of  Natural  Resources  (DNREC),
Emergency  Prevention  and  Response  Team  continues  it’s
containment  and  clean-up  operation.

The incident began at approximately 8:20 a.m., on Wednesday,
October 11, 2017 as a 2000 Chevrolet Express van, which was
towing  a  loaded  car  dolly  was  travelling  State  Route  1
northbound in the area of New Discovery Rd., Townsend. The
Chevrolet’s right rear tire sustained a blow-out which caused
the operator, Musikami F. Bishogo, 55 of Dover, DE to lose
control. The Chevrolet then crossed the grassy center median
and entered into the State Route 1 southbound lanes and into
the  path  of  a  2013  Volvo  tractor  trailer  tanker,  which
contained approximately 8500 gallons of unleaded gasoline. As
the operator of the tractor trailer attempted to avoid the
Chevrolet, the vehicle jack-knifed and overturned, eventually
coming to rest off the right (west) side of the roadway, with
the tanker partially down a grass embankment.

As a result of the crash the tanker sustained damage which
caused the release of an unknown quantity of its contents.
Also as a result of the crash the tractor trailer operator, a
56  year  old  Vineland,  New  Jersey  man,  sustained  serious
injuries for which he was airlifted to Christiana Hospital by
Delaware State Police helicopter Trooper 4.

Bishogo  was  cited  for  Operating  an  Unsafe  Motor  Vehicle,
Operation of an Unregistered Motor Vehicle and Failure to Have
Insurance Identification In Possession.

There  will  be  no  further  updates  regarding  the  crash
investigation.

Please follow the Real Time Travel Advisories through DelDOT
to  get  updates  on  the  road  opening  by  clicking:
http://www.deldot.gov/Traffic/travel_advisory/index.shtml#advi
sories.
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